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See what RSCC Libraries Have to Offer 
Starting Literary Research 

 
 

About a Short Story:  
 
• Short Story Criticism  (Ref. PN 3451.S5): Use the most recent available volume as a master 

index to find critical works about a particular writer or short story. 
• Critical Survey of Short Fiction (Ref PN 3321.C7): This source gives a good overview of an 

author’s life, work and achievements. 
• Masterplots II: Short Story Series (Ref. PN 3326.M27): This source gives a good overview 

of a particular story, with plot synopsis, basic themes, and a brief discussion on style. 
 
About Poetry: 
 
• Poetry Criticism  (Ref. PN 1010.P499): Use the most recent available volume as a master 

index to find critical works about a particular poet or poem. 
• Critical Survey of Poetry (Ref. PR 502.C85): This source gives a good overview of a poet’s 

life, work and achievements. 
• Masterplots II: Poetry Series (Ref. PN 1110.5.M37): This source gives a good overview of a 

particular poem with a synopsis, basic themes, and a brief discussion on poetic devices. 
 
About a Novel: 
 
• Critical Survey of Long Fiction (Ref. PR 821.C7): This source gives a good overview of an 

author’s life, work and achievements. 
• Masterplots II: American Fiction Series (Ref. PN 846.M37): This source gives a good 

overview of a particular novel, with plot synopsis, characters, basic themes, and a brief 
discussion on style. 

 
About Drama: 
 
• Critical Survey of Drama (Ref. PR623.C75): This source gives a good overview of a 

playwright’s life, work and achievements. 
• Shakespearean Criticism  (Ref. PR 2945.S43): Use the most recent available volume as a 

master index to find critical works about a particular Shakespearean work or theme. 
 
 
Online Databases:  
(Access through library research web page at www.roanestate.edu/library/reference.htm.) 
 
• Literature Resource Center: You can search by author, title, genre, literary movement or 

literary theme. From the Research page, follow the GaleNet hyperlink and choose the 
Literature Resource Center.  

• Expanded Academic ASAP : This database covers literature broadly, in addition to many 
other topics. If keyword searching for a particular author gives too many citations, try a 
combined search for author and title or author/title and keyword. From the Research 
page, follow the Tennessee Electronic Library hyperlink and choose the Expanded Academic 
ASAP. 

• Contemporary Literary Criticism : (online database) This database covers only authors who 
are currently alive and kicking. You will find fewer articles than in Expanded Academic ASAP 
or Literature Resource Center, but CLC offers essays from books of literary criticism, sources 
that may be hard to find otherwise.   


