Roane State Physical Therapist Assistant Program Information

Overview: The physical therapist assistant (PTA) works under the supervision of a licensed physical therapist (DPT) to restore function to patients after stroke, brain injury, fracture, amputation, joint or muscle injury, and after surgery. Becoming a PTA is not an efficient pathway to becoming a DPT.

Application and Eligibility Requirements
Interested students should complete the steps toward assuring program eligibility as outlined on the Physical Therapist Assistant Admission Information.  In addition, the student should also:
· Attend a virtual group advising session.  Dates are on the program’s webpage.
· Complete prerequisite courses generally within one year, but courses can be completed at any pace, at any Roane State campus or at another accredited institution. Students transferring credit for the spring semester from other institutions are also advised to forward transcripts to the PTA program director via email prior to the May 15 deadline.
· Complete 12 hours of observation under the supervision of a PT or PTA. (This is a required assignment for students enrolled in PTAT 2200-Introduction to Physical Therapy). A work verification/ performance evaluation form is provided for applicants who have worked as a physical therapy aid or technician for at least one year in lieu of the required observation hours (available on the PTA web area). The Work Verification form should be sent directly from the student’s supervisor to the PTA Program Director. Working as a technician or aid is NOT required for admission. Observation evaluations and work evaluation forms expire after 5 years. 

Other PTA Application Information
· During interviews, students will be invited to take the PTA Admissions Test during the interview to accumulate additional points to their ranking. 
· Up to 3 alternates may also be selected. 
· Meeting all requirements does not guarantee admission.
Acceptance Into PTA
· One cohort is accepted annually and classes begin in Fall semester.
· Classes are full-time and in-person at the Oak Ridge campus during the fall, spring and summer semesters.
· Classes must be taken in sequence.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Classes are academically challenging. Students should consider whether working while in the program is a feasible financial plan.
· Clinicals are scheduled for one week of each of the fall and spring semesters and 12 weeks during the summer semester. Clinical sites require students to have common vaccinations. Roane State is affiliated with a variety of health care facilities within and around the Roane State service area. Students are responsible for providing their own transportation to these facilities. Drug-screening is a requirement prior to clinicals.  

Licensure: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk219895807]Students on track to graduate must pass the PTA-NPTE (National Physical Therapy Examination) to be licensed as a physical therapist assistant and eligible to work. Tennessee licensure also requires a fingerprinted background check. 

PTA Program Approximate Non-Tuition Costs
	Fall 
Semester
	
	Spring 
Semester
	Summer 
Semester
	

	Books 	
Liability Insurance
APTA Membership	
Supplies  
Vaccinations and Medical  
Background check and drug screen  
CPR and First Aid  
	$600.00
$15.00
$80.00
$70.00
$100.00
$75.00

$50.00
	Books	$350.00

	NPTE fee
Test service fee
Background check
License Fee
Study Guide
	$485.00
$85.00
$50.00
$125.00
$90.00

	Subtotals 
	$990.00
	$350.00
	   
	$835.00

	Grand Total
	
	
	
	$2275.00
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