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 Bob Rutkowski is preparing 
to celebrate next year the 20th 
anniversary of his joining ORICL. He 
had heard about ORICL from 
friends, but had no particular 
interest in the organization because 
he was working full time.  After he 
retired from full-time employment in 
June 2003, he joined ORICL for the 
Fall 2003 semester, and has been a 
member ever since.

	 He has served as Class 
Assistant for a number of classes 
o v e r t h e y e a r s .   H e a l s o 
“coordinated” the reading of some 
ancient literature. He explained that 
an instructor born in Italy had taught 
courses on the Aeneid and the Iliad, both of which he had 
read in the original language. When health problems forced 
him to discontinue teaching, the class members felt that 
they should read at least the Odyssey, and Bob 
volunteered to coordinate - ”not teach” - that reading. 
 This was followed by other works, such as Beowulf, The 
Song of Roland, El Cid, etc.  He says that there was only 
one course which he actually taught.   It was called 
“Introducing the Constellations,” and consisted of 7 
sessions spread over the year which described 
constellations which can easily be seen in East Tennessee.

         Bob also served on the ORICL Board for six years, 
for five of which he was Treasurer.  During this time ORICL 
received the very generous bequest of long-time member 
John Million.   He says that he was very glad that the 
headline of the newspaper article announcing the bequest 
read “ORICL Receives John Million Bequest,” thus 
including his first name.  Without that, “ORICL Receives 
Million Bequest” would have given a very different and 
misleading idea about what was received.  Bob says that 
he is very honored to have been named an ORICL 
Volunteer of the Year, and feels that there are many other 
persons who devote at least as much time and effort to the 
success of ORICL as he does.  He did, however, express 
one complaint.   Over the years he has accumulated 
enough books to fill 25 feet of shelves.  He expected to get 
them read after he retired—but he can’t seem to get to 
them because of all the interesting courses which ORICL 
offers.                                         Submitted by Bob Rutkowski


TEACHER AND VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR CHOSEN 

THE ORACLE

     When we first moved to 
Oak Ridge back in 2017, I 
thought it would be fun to 
take classes at Roane State. 
I had just ret i red from 
teaching middle school in 
California, and was looking 
forward to get t ing into 
e d u c a t i o n a g a i n a s a 
student. As I was wandering 
around the campus, I saw a 
ca ta log fo r the ORICL 
program and thought this 
might be even better than I 
thought. Then I met the 
ladies in the office. After a 

delightful conversation in which I told them about my 
love of history, they told me that the people in the 
ORICL program love history and that I should teach a 
class. My mind started racing, thinking about all the 
things I would like to teach. 
      My first series of lectures were on a variety of 
issues in U.S. history, but I found that I enjoyed doing 
biographies most of all, so ever since then I have 
pretty much stuck with that. I have found the people 
who attend ORICL classes both very well educated 
and and very kind, which is a good combination, 
making them interested in new things and forgiving of 
my mistakes. I look forward to doing many more 
lectures in the future, as there are a lot more 
fascinating people I want to cover before I finally hang 
it up.
                                        Submitted by Dave Holman

Dave Holman 
Teacher 

of the Year

ORICL

Bob Rutkowski 
Volunteer 

of the Year

November 2022

Winter/Spring Registration opens on Tuesday, 
December 6. 

If you are turning in a paper 
 registration form, please do so 

as soon as possible. 
If you paid membership fees in the Fall term, 
you do not owe anything for Winter/Spring.
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Flow my teares fall from your springs 
Exilde forever let me mourne 

Where nights black bird hir sad infamy sings 
There let me live forlorne 

  
        So reads the first stanza of a John Dowland 
madrigal published in 1600.  This class will explore the 
beautiful music and poetry written by English 
composers during a forty-year period between 1588 
and 1632.  Musical historians consider this to be the 
golden age for this form of polyphonic music.

      The meaning and origin of the word Madrigal 
seems to have baffled etymologists for years.  It first 
appeared in the 12th century in Italy and was not 
associated with music but referred to a type of 
pastoral poetry.  It is thought that the word originated 
from mandra, which translates to herd or flock in 
Italian. By the 16th century in England, a madrigal was 
defined as a musical composition set to words of a 
pastoral character, a kind of rhyming and singing that 
was simple and rustic.  The English Madrigal 
Composers by Edmund Fellowes and The Elizabethan 
Songbook by Noah Greenberg are the sources for the 
content of the class.    Fellowes is considered the 
premier expert on English music during the Tudor and 
Elizabethan periods.  

       Although little has been written about the lives of 
the many poet/composers of this period, much of their 
music survives.  This class will be primarily a listening 
experience with recordings from a wide variety of 
composers including Byrd, Dowland and Morley. 

Poetic topics are typically concerned with human 
emotions such as love, death, and sadness. 
Recordings will include Airs (instrumental only), solo 
works, and a variety of polyphonic arrangements.  


Submitted by Priscilla McKenney


Elizabethan Verse and Its Music 
    The winner of the Summer 2022 Cryptic 
Varietal Crossword Puzzle Clue-writing 
Contest is Lissa Hevrdeys, for her word of 
choice to clue, SUNNY.  Lissa, a class member 
since the Fall 2017 term, submitted 3 clues of 
separate types (a homophone, a literal, and a 
charade).  Her literal clue was the clear winner.  
Here it is:


 Initially Sally understood no nonsense 
yielded a genial personality. (5)  

     The clue is solved by taking the first 
letters of the 2nd through 5th words – 
literally what the clue told you to do.  
And that gives the definition, “a genial 
personality.”


     All of you self-selected masochists are 
welcome to join in the fun.   Newcomers are 
welcome and will be indoctrinated into the 
fun and games in a kind and gentle way.

Submitted by Elane Street

Knoxville Botanical Gardens Tour  
Winter/Spring 2023 

Tuesday, April 25, 11:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
See the catalog for more information. 

Congratulations, Lissa!
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ORICL Board Members 

 Chuck Darling, President  
 Pat Bryan, Vice President  
 Lois McKeever, Treasurer  
 Becky Rushton,  

Curriculum Committee Chair 
 Syd Ball 
 Alfreda Cook 
 Benito Gonzalez 
 Jim Knox 
 Carolyn Krause 
 Ruby Miller 
 Jim Palmer 
 Ann Rigell 
 Jackie Rylander 
 Miriam Wankerl 

 STAFF 

 Susan Perry, Office Admin- 
   istrator and Secretary to 
   the Board 
 Melanie Neal, Assistant 
   Office Administrator 

 ORICL Office 
 Room F-111 
 Roane State Community 
   College 
 701 Briarcliff Avenue 
 Oak Ridge, TN 37830 

 Hours:  M-Th, 9 am-Noon 
 Closed Fridays 

 Phone: (865) 481-8222       

 Website: 
    www.roanestate.edu/oricl 

 Facebook:  @ORICLRSCC 
 ORICL is a 501 (c)(3) not-for-profit 
 organization in partnership with    
Roane State Community College. 

Member Donations Provide ORICL with Additional 
Operating Funds 

Thanks to these members who contributed to ORICL above the  required 
membership fee.  Donations were recorded so far this calendar year.


Rylander, Jackie 
Skipper, Margie 
Slater, Stephanie 
Taylor, Paul 
Taylor, Barbara 
Thomason, Baxter 
Thomason, Susan 
Tidwell, Martell 
Wankerl, Miriam 

Abraham, Reeva 
Bangham, Jean 
Bunick,Elaine 
Cantrell, Bob 
Cox, Patty 
Dory, Margaret 
Dunlap, Louise 
Flanagan, Jane 
Gilbert, Terri 

Gunn, Deborah 
Hardin, Nancy 
Juneau, Clarence 
Juneau, Lynn 
Kidd, Judy 
Lay, Denise 
McLaren, Kathleen 
Pierce, Dave

Ricks, Phillip 
Rigell, Ann 
Rushton, Becky 
Rushton, Jim 
Schult, Janet 
Shepard, Mary 
Sklad, Doris 
Sklad, Philip 
Slankas, Maggie 
Slater, Stephanie  
Stooksbury, Susie 
Uziel, Mary 
Walsh, Ann 

Hatcher, Bob 
Holmes, Linda 
Knox, Jim 
Kocher, David 
McKeever, Lois 
McKenney, Priscilla 
Moss, Kay 
Moss, Robert 
Nestor, Margaret 
O’Neill, Gerry 
Parks-Johnson, Anne 
Reister, Willa 

Ball, Syd 
Barnes, Nita 
Basford, Jim 
Basford, Nancy 
Battle, Connie 
Darling, Chuck 
Daugherty, Mary 
Delene, Nancy 
Dresner, Blanche 
Dresner, Larry 
Dyer, Richard 
Dyer, Barbara 

LARGE TV 
INSTALLED IN 

F-110

(Purchased with 
funds from the 
Murray Martin 

Memorial Fund)

ORICL

Sustaining Members ($25 or less over the membership fee)

Sponsoring Members ($50 or more over the membership fee)

Ball, Syd 
Cloutier, Linda 
Crowell, Mamie 
Darling, Chuck 
Holmes, Linda 
Krause, Herb & Carolyn 
Lewis, Kathleen 

McKeever, Lois 
Nestor, Margaret 
Parks, Ann 
Robbins, Dan 
Sharp, Susan 
Smith, David and Betsy 
Sullivan, Irene 

In both these categories, there were five anonymous donations.

Thanks for ORICL members who donated to the  
Murray Martin Memorial Fund

More Options for Giving

       Many thanks to Pat Bryan and Mary 
Ann Reeves for establishing a bequest to 
ORICL.  Mary Ann has also made a 
charitable contribution from her IRA.

http://www.roanestate.edu/oricl
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 The Treasurer’s report for the fiscal year 2021 
– 2022 finds that ORICL had income of $63,036
and expenses of $81,580 which left a deficit of
$18,544 as of July 31, 2022. The organization also
had a money market account of $8,140 and
Vanguard investments totaling $172,953.   For a
number of years, we have operated with a deficit,
depending on membership dues and donations to
match our expenses.   The board is working to
increase our membership, and also to increase
donations.
       One way to donate to ORICL is with QCD’s, 
qualified charitable distributions.  Because ORICL 

is a qualified charitable organization designated 
by a 501[c]3, we can receive qualified charitable 
distributions, QCD’s.  A QCD is an otherwise 
taxable distribution from an IRA that is paid 
directly from the IRA to the qualified charity.  The 
QCD cannot be claimed as a charitable tax 
deduction but by utilizing the QCD, the donor can 
lower their taxable income which may provide 
greater income tax savings in comparison to 
making a cash gift and claiming a tax deduction.                      
For more information, please contact your 
financial adviser.


Submitted by Lois McKeever, Treasurer

Treasurer Explains QCD’s

       Much fun has been generated by our return 
to many in-person classes and board meetings. 
 ZOOM classes connect us to members in 
Florida, Michigan, and beyond.  Our membership 
seems stable at around 300 members, down from 
over 500 before the pandemic.  We budgeted for 
400 members this fiscal year and thus continue to 

subsidize our memberships, as we have for more 
than a decade.  

       There are few restrictions on the number of 
classes taken, and our membership fee covers 
three trimesters.  Competitors charge a 
registration fee for each class taken.  ORICL 
remains a “good deal”economically!

               Submitted by Chuck Darling, President


President’s Report

December 2 

December 6 

December 14 - 

      January 2 

January 3 

January 11 

January 16 

January 25 

February 1 

February 6 

March 6-12 

April 7 

April 28 

Fall classes end 

Winter/Spring Online Registration Opens 

Holidays —ORICL office and classrooms 

       closed 

RSCC/ORICL office opens 

First Curriculum Committee Meeting (Summer Catalog) 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday —RSCC/ORICL closed 

Student schedules mailed for Winter/Spring term 

Second Curriculum Committee Meeting (Summer Catalog) 

Winter/Spring classes begin 

RSCC Spring Break (no evening classes for ORICL) 

Good Friday Holiday —RSCC/ORICL closed 

Winter/Spring classes end 

~~~~~ ORICL CALENDAR ~~~~~

ORICL




